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1 Short time Pebdte the ancient Romans 100 ag 
freedom, it was obſervable, that there was 0k 
any | conſiderable body of 8 who cared 
think and to act for themſelves. rgetting their + 
ane#their inherent power, they were + y and abject enoughs, | 
to form no party of their. own in favour of their. coi n 
liberties; nor aſpired at any thing higher than cutting each” 
others throats in the ſervice of thoſe intriguing and'ambi- 
tious ſenators, » who at that time were contending with each 
other for the reins of don ion. In ſuch a ftate of things, 
bribery and faction teigned triumphant, the ſenate was 7W 
market for the ſale of men's conlciences, and all thir 
hea and honourable were ficrificed to the views of the re⸗ 
ective Jeaders. The character of the times, in ſhort; was 
| ee up in this one mournful exclamation; . Cartar 
e hath friends, and Pour . but none-are freends, 


<« 72 Rome!” And ſo in the ifſue it proyed: for the inſtant * 


that Pompey was no more, ' Ceſar became the tyrant of. bj: 
country. b Fatal event! and very fit to be had in EAN, 


brance 155 you, my countrymen; fot, from that day to this 


a period of eighteen hundred years, hath Rome. continue 


3% 


in flavery and contempt, - Nor doth. it require much ſaga- ; 
25 15 


city to pronounce, that ſuch alſo will be the fate of 
and, whenever it may with equal truth be affirmed; that 
bY. Moray hath friends and Qeposr tion hath TIT 
iP but none are "friends tothe Coxs ri Trion.“ 


; i 


I truſt, however, chat that era is not yet at rand q * 


on the evidences from all parts, that the PxopLy 8 5 70 8 N 


making a progreſs inthe neceſſarywork of forming adiftin | 
: ©. of thee ade in N ef 1 ** ee ene 
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ns Fs rake poſſble'» naſa dof ahwinin "Fic a | fubRantial - 
reform of THEIR own Hovss of PARLIAMENT, as 


would at once be a redreſs of our grievances and a ſecurity” 
to our threatened freedom. TNT 


The removal Sf wicked miniſters can a produce f no perma- 
nent effects, unleſs followed up by an immediate overthrow 
of CoRRUPTION. It was corruption that ſo long ſupported 
ſuch miniſters, and enabled them to plunge their co untey 
into the depths of -calamity5'and. to bring it to the ver 
brink of ruin and deſpair, before the torpid beings who fill 
the Commons' Houſe of Parliament could be rouzed and 
ſimulated to a ſenſe of their du Corruption therefore is 
what we have moſt to dread. Th muſt be torn up by the 
roots, hewa to pieces, and caſt into the fire of reformation 
f to be utterly conſumed, or we are undone. Of fo genera-. 
tive a faculty is it poſſeſſed, that if but a branch, a ſprig, a 
bud of it eſcape the fire, wherever it falls *twill again 
tanke root, and flouriſh as luxuriant and rampant as ever, 
Ihe Septennial and the Triennial Acts, and the Statute of _ 
ee of the 8th of Hen. VI. muſt be caſt into 
the flames. They are the diſgrace, as they have proved the, 
curſe of our country. They carry ſlavery in every line, 
and every word is a link. in the chain that binds us. Once 
freed from, theſe fetters, - fn then remains want- 
ing to ſecure our freedom but a_fingle bill, ſuch as that 
| of the Duke of e in 1 128M, for, regulating & the 
* detail. of elections. 5 + 


-Gwz vs OUR. 3 ot then all wilt be / 


be bulineſs of the People is the plaineſt and Bimpieck. 
imaginable.” "They have but one thing to aſk for. A con- 
Pitutional? repreentation, ſecured againſt future abuſes, is, 1 
their tele obſect. Let them ſtick to that; let them con- 
fine their deputles to that alone; and employ as deputies, 
none but men like-nunded with einſeves 3 and chen ſue⸗ 
_ Eels muſt ſpeedi ly er crown their labour s. 122 | 


"S 
ec * Ws. 


At only remains therefore, for the Peuple q Ade 
whoſe object cannot be power witnout reformation, | nor 
private gain or aggrandizement without ſubſtantial goon GE - 
and laſting freedom to their country, to unfold the rea 
_, eanſes of our nationdl evils; and on that fubjeC to hes 4 I ” 
tie truth, and all the truth. Truth and honeſt information 
1 erally he in anarrow compaks, On this occaſion, it is 
5 coritained i in fie : following Res een, ; 


* ' 
** 3 Nes of } * 


5 DECLARATION | oF RIGHTS, | 


e which no Englifman can be a free main, hor yy 
„ nation a free people. SE. Cf 5 


„r 


it. The Government of this Rodin 0 the inokingh 75 


of laws for the ſame, ought to belodged in the hands of: 


King, Lords of Parliament, and the Repreſentatives 1 : : | 


the” whole body of the FREE men of this Realm. 
24. Every Engliſhman (Infants, inſane Perſons 1 


5 Criminals only excepted) is, of common right, and by the 
laws of God, a FREZ man, and cr to the full yer, » 


ment of Lisxkrv. * 


3d. An Engliſhman's Liberty, « or Prod, conſiſts i in 
having an aftual ſhare, either in legiſlation itſelf, or in the 
appointing of thoſe who are to frame the Laws; which, all 
though they ought to protect him in the full enjoyment of: 


thoſe abſolute rights, that are veſted in him by the immu- 
table Laws of Nature, may yet be fabricated to the de- 
ſtruction of his Perſon, his Fernen, nis. e _— 5 


dom, Family and Fame. 


Ath. It is che Right of che Commons of England to is 


I elec a new Houſe of Parliament Once at leaſt in every year: 


Recauſe, when 2 Parliament continues for a longer term than 


one Seſſion, Thouſands, who have attained to man's eftate 


ſince it was elected, and are therefore entitled to'enter into 
poſſeſſion of their bet Inheritance, the actual exerciſe of 
their elective Franchiſe, are in that cafe 898 denied their : 


2 K. . and excluded nd. eee, | 1 


n 
; 


<A 


"Stem ft. Since the all of: one man is as 1 to TR my a 
the all of another, the poor man has an equal right, hut 


more need, to have a e in 1 iament 9 85 a 


— 


rich one. _ 


* 


Note 2d. Thoſe Engliſhmen who 5 na votes for deck 


g a repreſentative, are not free men, as juſtice and the 
conſtitution of their country require; but are . e N 


to the representatives of thoſe who haue votes: For, to 


be enſlaved, is to have no 41/1. of. our gwn in the choice: of - 
lawmakers, but to * 1 lETs T "OR 8 80 other ove = 50 


Note 1 2 


Y 1 vet ouer u. 
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tze reign of King Charles Iſt. a period of 
and years, In all that time, not a ſingle diſadvantage to 


inhabitant of our iſland ſhall be ignorant of its contents. 


e X 6 yy 
tute 5 . . 


* of eration of one n * | 
I.) ENG on false pretences, à very great 


| majority of Eng yen are tyrannically .debarred from 


their birthright of voting for members of parliament, wk 


vas a ſacred inheritance enjoyed by their forefathers, unti 


the enamting of that flatute. Thus by: the craft of ſtateſ- 


men, the far greater part of the Engliſh nation are con- 


ſtantly taxed without being repreſented, and. campelled to 


* . obey laws to. which they neuer afſented ; > which are the very 


nitions of ſladery; and thus are Engliſhmen. degraded 
22 level ft the very. cattle in the field, or the ſheep in 
the fold, which have no- voice to fay, © Why-are we”. 


6 Sought: and fold ? Why are we yoked and laden with heavy 


burthens ? ; are we fleeced and led to the laughter Þ pe 


Note 4th. For the making of laws, our conſtitution 1 
no ſuch thing as virtual repreſentation. Members of par- 


liament are the Attornies of thoſe they repreſent.- Who. 
ever heard that the Attorney of len ſhall diſpoſe of the 
property of Thomas, becauſe John a Thomas * Po 0 


reſide in the ſame town or oountry N. 


Note 5th. Parliaments of one gehen n were e the ende: =, 
morial uſage of England from the earlieſt antiquity, and 
our right thereto ſtood confirmed. in the written tw af. 
the land, from the time of the immortal _—_ down to 
out a hou- 


liberty” from the ſhortness of ſeſſional parliaments was 


ever recorded in hiſtory; whereas longer parliaments, | 


in about one hundred years Fs > have left us W 5 
e but che name. SN 


* 
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N riends, Chentepmis aud Tals Ci ia, 


I hope, this dectarggich will remain in "the hols 


of every one of you. 1 hope it holds that place in your 
|, hearts which is due to a meaſure, that can alone effect 


your civil ſalvation. I hope you will exert yourſelves win 
the generous warmth of Fovtiſhmen, to aid and promote 
the circulation of this declaration, till no cottage in the 
kingdom ſhall. be eſteemed furniſhed without it, till no 
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Tfithe crown's A 
which its truths mould correct, can diſprove what is therein 


declared, they may then entertain a hope of being pertains 
toopprefs on: ox if any men in Oppoſition can make out any 


ſuch diſproof, then they may alſo, with more plauſtbi = | 


continue inactive towards reforming the ORE H 
of Parliament. 


5 Lo ong have we wanted ſuch a „eee as 2a Gouch- 
one, for enabling us at once to diſtinguiſh between public 


ſpirit and faction; as a ſure Criterion of that zeal for liber- 


ty, which is accompanied with a-knowledge of what it is; 


and as a Furnace, for the proof of real patriotiſm, That 


Iniflers who oppreſs us under thoſe abuſes 


patriotiſm which bears not this teſt unhurt, is counterfeit, | 


baſe, and uſeleſs to any noble purpoſe. *Twere an abuſe 


of words to call him a patriot, who held not ſacred 2 

the life of his parent, thoſe rights of his country vithout 

which it cannot be free. How great then is that proſtitution 

of 1 which would adorn with the nobleſt of all 
at 


civil appellations, men who are avowedly hoſtile to thoſe 
rights; er men who can meanly truck and barter them 


array. for their own little dirty intereſts; upon the men who 5 


occupy ſtations that belong to the patriot al or that 


might well inſpire with patriotiſm even neſs itſelf? 


Lot us call then with one voice, to demand their vindication ; 


of thoſe common rights of Engliſhmen, thofe rights which 


belong equally to evefy individual. Læt us ſtimulate the N 


indolent to action, and animate the timid to ſpirit and firm 


neſs. In the thoughtleſs, let us excite reflection; an 

teach the proud and the ſelfiſh to bluſh. - And as for thoſe 

of an irregular and dominant ambition, who think nations 
Lops and minifters, if we cannot inſpire them 


made for 
with 5 we, may at leaſt be their inſtructors in 


policy. If we cannot compel them to feel for their coun- 2 
try, we may however prevail with them to feel for them 


ſelves ere it be too late !---But they had far better be what. 


they would be thought; and pre Kong fe 3 


Which it is fit that em ſhould be in af e country. 


The Declaration, vou will readily perceive, is no m- 
nifeſto of demagogues for factious purpoſes; but à plan 
appeal to the underſtandings of all men, in favour of truth, 
| jane, religion, law, freedom and peace, It has: no 


3 . eicher of Or of Op- 
EONS i Font c” Poſition. 
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Neu, W 4 os are Engliſhmen, it ** 
e common intereſt as others in the .conſtitution. - It 
breathes the true ſpirit of equity z for it propoſes the equal 


freedom and ſecurity of al. It intends no elevation nor ſe- 
lection of one party, in excluſion. of any other; for in an 


Andependent Commons Houſe of Parliament, freely and in s 
© equal proportions choſen by all the people, every party muſt 


de fairly repreſented, and have that preciſe weight in the 


legiſlature which belongs to it. And then it will be, that 


thoſe ſtateſmen who are moſt acceptable to the people will. 


always be firmly ſupported in office, without bribed votes, 
or any of thoſe: wretched practices, which now taint with 


corruption, and reduce to debility, the whole ſervice of the 


ſtate at home and abroad, by making $servility the grand : 
recommendation to preferment ! in every department. 


I perf uade mylelf, that you will not like the Declaration 
the leſs, becauſe It contains no ſubtle and flatrering addreſs 
to your paſſions, in order to miſlead your judgment; nor 
attempts, through the medium of your prejudices, to be- 
tray your ſolid intereſts. In ſhort it ſolicits not your ſup- 


port either of Miniſtry or of Oppoſition, it attempts not to ſe- 
_ duce you into the ſervice of either a Cesar or a Pompey; 
but it honeſtly exhorts you to gave  yourselues, by taking 


ir own part of the government into your own hands ; 
which is the only method to oo ge — ad 
advance the common proſperity, that nature, or the con- 


| ſtitution, or the wit of man have yet revealed unto us. 


If the ſacred franchiſe of annual election ® be the e 
doubted right of all; it would be to ſuſpect any ones 


common honeſty; to ſuppoſe he could attempt to withhold 


the enjoyment of it from a ſingle Engliſhman: and if it be 


8 necefſary to the common freedom; it would be to impeach, 
| his underitandin , to ſuppoſe him incapable of perceiving, 22 


rhat truth. he political freedom of 4 community, is. 


e aggregate of the political freedom s of the individuals; 


& who compoſe:it. As their ſeveral perſons collectively, 
make the community itſelf; fo their lever? ] freedoms _ 
“ united, conſtitute the general” freedom.” Nothing can 


be A EEE Now, an immenſe "ny of the 8 t | 
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En 8 about a nine an in tengFare ls Arend of ite. 
freedom, and in a condition which is the very definition of - 
| Nlavery, © governed by rulers whom other men have ſet over 
«© them.” Under theſe circumſtances can a nation be free? 
The fact iS, that it iS not free; and that propoſition is the 
proof of it. But there is alfo another proof, that may per- 
haps come more feelingly home to mens minds; which is, 
that the people do not freely and voluntarily give and grant 
aids, in ſupport of a ſyſtem of government they approve of; 
but groan under, and unwillingly pay, an enormous taxa- 
tion, impoſed by the minifter of the' crown, for proſecutin! 
_ amongſt other things, an uni and unneceſſary war ae 
the liberties of man; and deſtructive of the obvious intereſts 
of this commercial and maritime PRO RA 9 
x \ | 
* Ob, bars it is fad, c the 6 are OR 
« preſented; and have the benefit of the ſame. laws with 
« thoſe who elect the lawmakers.” This mode of reaſoning © 
may have its forcez but here, the converſe of the propo- 


- 


* 


x 


2 \ 
: 


- 


* 


ſition is the ſtronger ſide, by all the difference between one 


and ter, and it ought to ſtand thus; © The eleQtors are vir-" - 


©'tually enſlaved; becauſe they are ſubject to the ſame laws, 
with nine times their number who are actually enſla ved, 
© Oh but, ſtill it will be replied, © the non- electors muſt 


© be virtually repreſented 25 all de free; becauſe the law- 


| 3 © makers themſclves are ſubject to their own laws, and ftand 


on the ſame, ground wich the people, in reſpect of taxa- 


© tion.' Bur this ** mu? be,” does not yet follow; nor can 
either of theſe W 8 be SM until i it be arſt pro- 


„ 


* > eg. to * ak of Me. Howlet, in his Its.) pam 
plet, the number of fouls in England and Wales is eſtimated at little 
ſhort of 9. 000, 000, and he tells you that he ſtates it at the ioweft that his 
authorities will admit of; as, indeed he appears to do ver) fairly, and to 
calculate from very good materials. We may therefore with propriety 
| enough on this occaſion, reckon 9,000,900 to be the number of. our inha- 
* dirancs 3 a fourth part of Which, or 2,2 $9,000 * 130 the males at man's 
N 2,250,009 males competent to vote. e . : 3 
- £14,900 voters of all denominations at preſent, - 5 I: 


2,08 6,000 competent men who are deprived of their franchiſe, | 


3 s 10 ſo that the votes are ouly a tenth pare OY 
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ved, that the Roman people werefree under the Senatein the 


member impoſes upon Himself, are repaid him not with in- 
tereſt only, but ten- fold, an hundred- fold, full meaſure, 


the peoples pockets to put into his own; while thouſands 
luxury and riot; and while he is buying up thoſe eſtates, 
they * ſtand on the ſame ground in reſpect of taxation. 
But the very term of virtual, as applied to repreſentation 

in parliament, is fit only for the mouth of a driveller *. 


But, that taxes are not granted, but impoſed; that nine 


train of other iniquities, . in the diſtribution of the franchiſe 
amongſt thoſe few who {till retain it, as, upon the u hole, 

- * toconſtitute the moſt irritating ſcheme of wickedneſs, with 
- which any nation pretending to the rights of freedom was 
ever inſulted : being at once a pattern of fally, depravity, 


oppreſſion. To our diſgrace as human beings, and to the 


forfeited for criminality, are every Engliſhman's birthright, | 
and inherent in his nature as a man; which are his by the 


ſubject to any qualifications, terms or conditions whatſoeverk, - 


point. where cone eng rays of light would center, if the were not di- 
in this meaning, applied. to the repteſentation of non electors, is. moſt _ 


times of the Emperors, and that no law-makers can be 
ſufficiently baſe, to ſell their own liberty, together with that 
of their country. But is there really, my conntrymen, on 
difference, in point of taxation, between the lawmakers 
and the reſt of the people? By the red bool, and other public 
documents, ve ſhall find, that the taxes which a miniſterial 


* 


preſſed down and overſlowing. While voting money out of 
muſt give up their little indulgencies to feed his pomp,- 


which the common diſtreſſes of his fellow citizens compel 
him to part with at a reduced value, I cannot fee how he and 


* 


* 


parts in ten of the nation are defrauded of the elective 
franchiſe, and the nation enſlaved, is not all; for, as though . 
this were not enough, that injuſtice-is folluwed by ſuch a 


and the groſſeſt abſurdity ; and yet, Hu to all the ends of 
infamy of our nation, thoſe ſacred rights which, unleſs 


immediate gift of God, dependent on no human laws, nor 
* How this term has been miſapplied, may be ſeen by recurring to the þ 
ſcience of Optics, from whence it has been bort wed, A vntual focus is that 
verted by retraction or otherwiſe ; but where they pever ducemer. Virtual J 
happil; ex preifive of their ſituation; as deſcriptive of that epieſentatios 
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1 Os one defpotic ſtatute ( 8 Hen. VI ] wa a variety op 
- ſhameful deciſions of your ——_ of c made ta 
+ depend i in one place, on poſſeſſi illings by the | 
in land; in another, on dens 1 5 8 = 
on occupying a particular houſe ; in a fourth, on dwelling 
5 within the town; in a fifth, on paying ſcot And lot; in a 
: ah, on bolling a pot; in a ſeyenth, on being a burgeſs, 5 
0. the ſon of a burgeſs; i in an eighth, on Warp a bur-; 
geſs's daughter; in a ninth, on ſerving an apprenticeſhip = 
ina tenth on being the tenant to @ large square lone, marked „ 
1, 2, or 3, in a nobleman's park wall* ; in an eleventh,” s 
on paying an occaſional tax for eh dog-hole #3; in a 
twelfth, on ſleeping, one night previous to an electio in 15 
à pigſthet, and dignifying it with che name of a dwelling ; 2" 
and fo on, to an almoſt endleſs 1 tenures, all * 3 
them arbitrary, and moſt of chem too 2 Ne ROE: .- == 
” ow Ms Oe PR 5 8 = | 
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| This conic of the 3 doctrine of leber, _ 
5 dicqualifications, and where it wilt end God only knows; 
for it would not be either more arbritrary nor more fidicu- 
Tous, to ſay; this man ſhall vote, becauſe he is a ſoldier inan 
the: wicket, and that man ſhall not vote, becauſe he wilt . 
nat ſy⸗ ear that king s rule by ns OM. 3 Xe is 
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DE an IX 6 eliſhman, whis EFT] « exerciſe mall, 
1 e ſhall be free, and the farmer who grows.it in 14 | 
4 next pariſh ſhall not be free——why a cobler in a Cinque © 
Port ſhall have his franchiſe, and a manufacturer in Hr. EE, 
ming ham have none why the moſt venal wretch in te 
moſt venal borough ſhall be repreſented in patliament, and 1 
not a merchant nor a ſingle inhabitant-of Leeds, Waktels, © 
Mancheſter, or Hali ax, enjoy the fame benefit, I believe 3 
no caſuiſts on earth, but the. members of an F 
. Houſe of Commons, can determine. And how 2 25 
Aan or occupying of Lord Montacut- ſtone, e æ ¶ 
0 e wk in W be 18 to be the proof . 3 
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= ASE 75 A I 8 a PAYED PT ny 1 ſhall eve 9 5 
3 * caſuiſts alſo to explain. As well might ſuch trum- 
8 f 8 in my opinion, be brought to prove, that any one 

were a. chriſtian, and not a pagan; a white man, and not 
a negro; a human being, and not 'a horte But the dis- 
francſuſement of ſcores of towns, and the largeſt in par= 
'. ticular; the excluſion of one claſs of men in this borough, _ 
and. of. another claſs in that; and ſo on; is but a mere 
taſte of this filthy draught. I know not how you Will 
ſwallow the whole; but What it is, may in ſome 985 wig 1 
| conceived om the following particulars: 2 65 
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1 a report of a Sub-Committee of. Weſtminſter, dated 
March 19, 1780, it is ſtated, that | 


3 NOT Freeholders elect 92 Members for 52 8 0 
. ARS Citizens | — FT ditto for 23 Cities and 2 

| Univerſities; _ - 
41,000 Riege — 1 dit for 192 FOOTY BY 
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__—_ 305 10 theſe laſt 3 50 8 ny . freely 1 
_ above .6ooo, actually elect 257 ditto, which is a ma ajority 5 
of the whole Engliſh Houſe of Commons, and the efficient . 
repreſentation of above 8 8 r of CERN. So wag ſhe | 
8 | a 25 
But 257 f is a Wehe ol ths fulleſt Want Ty Ame 5 
Scotch members, that ever ſat; and their 6000 electors, 
although ſpread out into ane hundvedand mnety-two Corpe- 
rations, exceed not in number'the male inhabitants of 2 
= ngle town of ordinary. importance; ſuch as Leiceſter or 
Derby. Who will ſay it were juſt, that the town of Derby 
ſhould appoint one half of the national repreſentation? 
5 Or that the repreſentatives of Leicefter, although they _ 
_— adhould amount to an efficrent majority of thoſe wh met 
= in Parliament, ought to make laws for the whole king. 
Hs and tax it at their . vou ale win. 3 
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"6 Wear: this! Full 1 no man in E "i 1 


bear it; without he were contented to be hi nſelf a Slave 
and entail Slavery on his poſterity. and yet, under the pre- 
bent, e the anda 155 9 is ee | 


J : : . p 5 7 


"Nor dies the very ROWS EL FI case 1 M rddleſer 25 7 


Metropolis leſs deſerve your particular attention. Con- 
_ taining more than a tenth part of the nation, they ſene 
only id members to parliament; Cornwall, which contains 
leſs than a forty-ninth part, ſends 44*. - Their proportion 
is only 10; that of Middleſex and the Metropolis is 


5o . Again, 50 is the exact number of members choſen 


by the 340 Borough electors above mentioned ; whereas a a 


majority af the males at man's eſtate in Middleſex and the 


Metropolis, is about one hundred and thirteen thousand. 


But you will be pleaſed to obſerve, that thoſe 340 perſons 


do nos elect five times as many members as Middleſex and 


the Metropolis united. I believe alſo it may be he wü, 
that leſs than 20 perſons can command' the election of as 
many members as Middleſex and the Metropolis, con- 
taining a tenth hurt af. the S 8 have now to repreſent 
; them). | ow 7 | q 


Tf therefore 3 it now | appears, that that Houle of Parlia-. 
"Hans which ought. to be a full and equal repreſentation 
of the people, is no ſuch thing, but as, different there- 
from as darkneſs is from light, or tyranny from = 
government, need ybu wonder that wars ſhould be 


in the caufe of deſpotiſm or can you be ſurprized, that 


the will of the crown's miniſter ſnould become an over-_ 
| _ bearing law. to this, land, capable of wreſting from vou 
your laſt ſhilling, in contempt of IO: SY, * 2 5 
e of 2 inclinations 2 i . 
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rawall, leſs 


amount to an hundredth part of that fixty third. 
t See the peoples Barrier againſt u due ere and | 


corruption, p. 95. 


55 Burgh's Polit, 8 I. ce. 


* Middleſex and the Met 3 united EE 1 
a ſeventh part of the national land-tax : & 

than a ſixty third. But farther, 42 of the Corniſh mem- 55 
bers are returned by a number of Burgeſſes in the petty - 
Boroughs, whoſe collective contribution do not . 
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1 an efficient majority of thoſe lawmakers who ought to 
BW be appointed by not leſs reſt one million, three hundred 


3 and thirieen thbnsrand, being a majority of tt million, fix” 
1 HbBundred and twenty-five thouſand electors * Can it be 
law, that a Seven thousand, ſeven hundred and twenty third 
_ Part of theſe electors (340) ſhould nominate an 1 
j part of | theſe lawmakers ? when the due proportion 
. of that number of which they conſtitute a majoriry, viz; 
n than a ſixth part of a ſingle reprecentativet 
1 Can it be law, that a ſingle perſon,” by means of borough 
= property, ſhall have the power at his ſole will to NA 
1 the Houfe of Commons five or ſix, or eight or ten 
1 members, to repreſent him and him only? To prove that 
1 ſuch things are /aw, will, I preſume, require more | : 
_ chan * 10 fers in Lngland are maſters of. A a 
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: hs 4 513) 2,250,000 ( 4386 The anc of G 8 
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a BIO — ſented by each member 
15 1 5 * of England and Wales; 5 
„ 2 majority of whom is 
: e e e e 2194. For Great Bri- 
ioo · 0 collectively the 
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under theſe circumſtances, 'we' enjoy a free gern ĩ˙ 7 


or poſſeſs the Engliſh conſtitution. It is alſo a proper 
queſtion to the men who are thus brought together, by 
means which a nan of ſenſe cannot look on without a biuth a 

nor an honeſt man without indignation, how they can ſup- 


poſe themſelves juſtified in diſpoſing of the property of ; 
the nation, and in WE laws: to 70. the e of FM. 
people. \ < | | * {3 5 f 
The late Lord North gt his Fans” bis ian 8 1 
Tit, his Honour all concerned, to ſhew that, in common + ENS 


with all other parts of the kingdom, Middleſex and _ 25 . or — ä 
Metropolis were eqzally taxed*, I would to God, ms ö N 4 
honour and conſcience had been as tender, to have ſeen 5 
them firſt equally represented.! Repreſentativn, as I con- 
ceive, is to be fir/?, and taxation to follotu. Hence every - | 
one who is denied his vote for a repreſentative, has @ con- \' 4 
ſtitutional, and I will add, a legal exemption from taxes, „ 
If this. de not ſo, en is uſeleſs, and all the maxims 5 «10 
of your law are nonſenſe. If we are to hear any more o 
vi tual repretentation, let but virtual taxation go along 1 1 
with it, and then the fictions may perhaps he harmleſs 
enough. But fiction and ſhadow I ſuppoſe will not fill the - 
treaſury coffers, nor ſatisfy the cravings of our worthy 
placemen, penſioners and contractors. Neither will fe- MODES ON: 
tion and ſhadow defend the people 's liberty. | „„ — 


As yet, 1 have ſaid nothing, of a FR SONY contims-. 95 
? ing for 5evex years, when it is contrary to law that it ſhould 
| Gt more than one without re-election. I (ay contrary 15 
lato; for no parliament ever had or could have authority 3 
to paſs an act for that purpoſe. Such an act and freedom ca k 
not exiſf together; as the TV-th propoſition of the declas*. ' - | 
ration demonſtrates. Hence, the ſeptenuial bil is a2 
id ſtatute. a corruption, and no law. It is even cri: 
minal in the people to ſubmit to it; for therein they be- 
tray the rights of their coun „ und che ever-facred cauſe 
of freedom: and whenever lower Houſe of nn C 
ment, under pretence of that void and wicked e „ 
preſumes to ſet beyond the period 'of a ſingle en RES 
it is no Houſe of Commons, it is no part ot- that 1 rilla- 1 
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WIS: That Houſe may poſſibly declare the ial bill to be 
N That eclare nnia} bill to be 
13 


"a 2 good law: or may perhaps resalue, that to ſay other» 
wie is a contempt, a bc ee ee or I know not 
Wat: but all that will not change untruth into truth; 
9 maar make that juſt, which in its own nature is unjuſt, 


4 4 


4 
= 
* 
8 
** 
Fs 


Ws There remains yet, in order to complete the picture 
3 of a modern Houſe of Commons, to lay before you 
5 in its proper colours, the open and bare · faced bribery of its 
My members, which is carried on in the face of day. Crimes 
ſometimes become fo very common, that, by the habitof con- 
tinuaily looking on them, we looſe a ſenſe of their enormity, 
even in ſome caſes the very conſciouſneſs of their exiſtence. 
It is thus, I fear, with regard to the 2 and public cor- 
ruption of the people's parliamentary ſervants, a gainſt their 
obvious duty and fidelity. In what thoſe principally con- 
ſiſt, none can be ignorant. Repreſenting the third e/tate of 
' the realm, the firſt of their duties beyond all controver y, is 
to preſerve the exiſtence of that third eſtate. Whenever the 
commons have not a Houſe of parliament hol! in their in- 
tereſt, 1vholly at their devotion, and wholly obedient to their 
will, then it is that a third eſtate in the realm bas zo exiſ- _ 
tence ; but a tyranny of ſome kind or other is eſtabliſhed. 
They may ſtill indeed, as a part of the animal creation, _ 
„ have a phyſical exiſtence upon earth; but their political 
RL exiſtence, as a free people, is at an end. Since the deftruc- 
i tion of the third eſtate can only proceed from one or both of 
5 ide other two, it is the eſpecial duty of the Commons Houſe 
to be ever watchful of the Lords and the Crown; to refiit 
their encroachments and to nip in the bud all their attempts 
againſt the life or well being of public freedom. And ſiuce 
of | theſe two powers, the crown is infinitely the malt for- 
midable, it is there that the duties of vigilance and ret 
- tance in the repreſentatives of the commons have'the greatelt 
_ compaſs and extent; being commenſurate, not only to the 
immenſe authority veſtedin that branch of our government, 
but to whatever degree of power a prince might aſpire to 
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Thwhis being thecaſe, I cannot ſee how any man, Wo? 
a repreſentative of the commons with his guardianſhipupon 

his hands, can prefume to hold at the fame time under the 
cron, any lucrative place or employment whatever. Com- 
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